
July	  6,	  2011	  
Personal	  Letter	  to	  the	  FCC	  regarding	  LightSquared	  Subsidiary	  LLC	  
	  
	  
I	  write	  to	  express	  my	  concern	  about	  a	  conditional	  waiver	  that	  the	  International	  
Bureau	  granted	  in	  January	  2011	  after	  an	  abbreviated	  public-‐notice	  process.	  	  The	  
FCC	  file	  number	  is	  SAT-‐MOD-‐20101118-‐00239.	  
	  
The	  exclusive	  waiver	  was	  for	  a	  company	  called	  LightSquared	  Subsidiary	  LLC,	  and	  it	  
would	  waive	  the	  integrated	  service	  rule	  for	  its	  L-‐Band	  Mobile	  Satellite	  Service	  
license.	  	  The	  results	  is	  that	  LightSquared	  could	  dramatically	  expand	  the	  terrestrial	  
use	  of	  satellite	  spectrum	  that	  is	  adjacent	  to	  the	  spectrum	  for	  the	  Global	  Positioning	  
System	  (GPS).	  	  Such	  expansion	  could	  cause	  a	  serious	  negative	  impact	  on	  the	  millions	  
of	  GPS	  users	  in	  the	  USA.	  	  I	  request	  that	  the	  Commission	  only	  approve	  LightSquared's	  
waiver	  if	  it	  can	  be	  indisputably	  proven	  that	  there	  will	  be	  no	  GPS	  interference.	  
	  
1.	  	  I	  propose	  that	  the	  FCC	  must	  make	  clear,	  and	  the	  NTIA	  must	  ensure,	  that	  
LightSquared's	  license	  modification	  is	  contingent	  on	  the	  outcome	  of	  the	  mandated	  
study	  unequivocally	  demonstrating	  that	  there	  is	  no	  interference	  to	  GPS.	  	  The	  study	  
must	  be	  comprehensive,	  objective,	  and	  based	  on	  correct	  assumptions	  about	  existing	  
GPS	  uses	  rather	  than	  theoretical	  possibilities.	  	  Given	  the	  substantial	  pre-‐existing	  
investment	  in	  GPS	  systems	  and	  infrastructure,	  and	  the	  critical	  nature	  of	  GPS	  
applications,	  the	  results	  of	  studies	  must	  conclusively	  demonstrate	  that	  there	  is	  no	  
risk	  of	  interference.	  	  If	  there	  is	  conflicting	  evidence,	  doubts	  must	  be	  resolved	  against	  
the	  LightSquared	  terrestrial	  system.	  	  The	  views	  of	  LightSquared,	  as	  an	  interested	  
party,	  are	  entitled	  to	  no	  special	  weight	  in	  this	  process.	  
	  
2.	  	  The	  FCC	  should	  make	  clear	  that	  LightSquared	  and	  its	  investors	  are	  proceeding	  at	  
their	  own	  risk	  in	  advance	  of	  the	  FCC's	  assessment	  of	  the	  working	  group's	  analysis.	  	  
While	  this	  is	  the	  FCC's	  established	  policy,	  the	  Commission's	  International	  Bureau	  
failed	  to	  make	  this	  explicit	  in	  its	  order.	  
	  
3.	  	  Resolution	  of	  interference	  has	  to	  be	  the	  obligation	  of	  LightSquared,	  not	  the	  
extensive	  GPS	  user	  community	  of	  millions	  of	  citizens.	  	  LightSquared	  must	  bear	  the	  
costs	  of	  preventing	  interference	  emanating	  from	  their	  devices,	  and	  if	  there	  is	  no	  way	  
to	  prevent	  interference,	  it	  should	  not	  be	  permitted	  to	  operate.	  	  GPS	  users	  or	  
providers	  should	  not	  have	  to	  bear	  any	  of	  the	  consequences	  of	  LightSquared's	  
actions.	  
	  
4.	  	  This	  is	  a	  matter	  of	  critical	  national	  interest.	  	  There	  must	  be	  a	  reasonable	  
opportunity	  for	  public	  comment	  of	  at	  least	  45	  days	  on	  the	  report	  produced	  by	  the	  
working	  group	  and	  further	  FCC	  actions	  on	  the	  LightSquared	  modification	  order	  
should	  take	  place	  with	  the	  approval	  of	  a	  majority	  of	  the	  commissioners,	  not	  at	  the	  
bureau	  level.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  	  Alan	  Bridges	  
A	  concerned	  citizen	  and	  GPS	  user	  


